THE PRESENT SITUATION

him and  make him feel his strength. Therefore in
Bengal there came a time, after the first outbreak of
triumphant hope, when all the   material forces that
can  be  brought  to  bear  against  Nationalism  were
gradually brought into play,  and the question was
asked of Bengal, "Can you suffer? Can you survive?"
The young men of Bengal who had rushed forward
in the frenzy of the moment, in the inspiration of the
new   gospel   they   had   received,   rushed   forward
rejoicing in the new-found strength and expecting to
bear down all obstacles that came in their way, were
now called upon to suffer. They were called upon
to bear the crown, not of victor}', but of martyrdom.
They had to learn the real nature of their new strength.
It was not their own strength, but it was the force
which was working through them, and they had to
learn to be the instruments of that force. What is it
that we have learned then? What is the need of the
situation of which I am to tell you today? It is not
a political programme. I have spoken to you about
many   things. I   have   written  about   many   things,
about Swadeshi, Boycott, National Education, Arbi-
tration and other subjects. But there was one truth
that I have always tried, and those who have worked
with me have also tried, to lay down as the foundation-
stone of all that we preached. It is not by any mere
political   programme,   not   by    National   Education
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